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pleasure shall I derive -even if I get a kingdom from
Yudhishthira's grace ? The world will spit at me if I
save my life now, having destroyed so many noble lives
for me. In fine, I will fight and die on the battle-field
and follow those who have already gone to Heaven."
These noble and inciting words from his mouth were
received with acclamations by all who were present,
and the Kshatriyas resolved to fight in spite of their
reverses. Shalya was appointed commander-in-chief by
Duryodhana and he promised to do all he could. He
strictly advised his generals not to fight duels but
engage their opponent's forces generally, a caution
which was not eventually heeded owing to the habits of
the warriors.
Next day the forces again assembled on the battle-
field in the morning. A tough battle began, the de-
scription of which in the Mahabharata strikes us as very
real and may be compared with the description of
modern battles. The fight in the centre, the wings, the
flanks and the rear, is described with minuteness, and the
general fight did not for a time resolve into duels. It
was a fight which resembled much the fight between
the Peshwa Sadashiva Rao and Ahamad Shaha Abdali.
Shalya, like Vishwas Rao, was killed about noon. But
the fight continued in spite of his death. Shakuni, who
made repeated attacks with his horse on the rear of
the Pandavas, was turned away by Sahadeva who was
sent by Yudhishthira specially to attack him. In the
afternoon the Kaurava army gave way and the -men
began to run away in an irrepressible tide, not towards
their camp but wherever they could find safety. There